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Correct stripping method for outdoor
optical cables
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Good fiber optic stripping techniques in your cable assembly process are crucial. See
best practices for how to strip fiber optic cable buffers & jackets.

Overview

Key Takeaways

Stripping outdoor fiber-optic cables involves carefully removing the outer jacket,
armor, and inner layers using ripcords and specialized tools to avoid damaging the
fibers.

Preparation

Work Area: Ensure a clean, well-lit workspace free from dust and debris. Tools: Fiber-
optic cable stripper, utility knife, scissors, alcohol wipes, cleaning solution, and
optionally a fiber cleaver and inspection microscope. Inspection: Examine the cable
for damage, kinks, or bends before starting.

Stripping Armored Outdoor Cable

Mark the Armor: Use a knife to mark the length of armor to remove, exposing the
ripcords without cutting through them. Cut and Remove Armor: Carefully cut the
armor at the marked point to expose the ripcords on opposite sides of the cable. Nick
the Armor: Make small nicks on each side to provide a starting point for the ripcords.

Pull Ripcords: Grip one ripcord at a 90-degree angle and pull to slice through the
armor and outer jacket. Repeat with the second ripcord. The armor and jacket should
come off in two pieces.
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Clean Gel Adhesive (if present): Some cables have gel under the armor; clean it with
a safe, environmentally friendly product.

Stripping the Inner Jacket

Expose Ripcords: Cut a few inches of the inner jacket at the cable end to reveal one
or two ripcords. Mark and Nick: Mark the length of the inner jacket to remove and
make a small nick to start the ripcord. Pull Ripcords: Pull the ripcords to remove the
inner jacket carefully, avoiding damage to the fibers.

Handling Non-
Metallic Armored Cable

Follow similar steps for the outer jacket and inner layers, using ripcords to remove
each layer progressively. Avoid using excessive force; fibers inside are delicate and
easily damaged.

Cleaning and Preparing Fibers

Clean Fibers: Use alcohol wipes or a cleaning solution to remove debris and gel
residue. Cleaving: Use a fiber cleaver to create a clean, perpendicular end face.
Inspection: Check the cleaved fiber with a microscope or visual fault locator to ensure
smooth, defect-free ends.

Safety Tips

Always wear safety glasses to protect against fiber shards. Handle knives and
strippers carefully to avoid cutting yourself or the fibers. Dispose of fiber scraps
properly to prevent injury.

By following these steps, you can safely strip outdoor optical cables while maintaining
fiber integrity and ensuring optimal performance for terminations or splicing.

Article Content
Stripping Techniques For Your Fiber Optic Cable

Good fiber optic stripping techniques in your cable assembly process are crucial. See
best practices for how to strip fiber optic cable buffers & jackets.

The “golden rule” in stripping

Note the cable diameter and jacket thickness for each cable - Stripping cables and
fibers is a delicate process. Carefully set your hand tool or machine tool to the right
cable diameter and

How to Strip and Clean Fiber-Optic Cable?
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To strip and clean outdoor FO cable, you have to start with the outer jacket. Step 1:
Mark the armor (if the cable has armor) with the tip of your knife to note a length
sufficient to expose the cable''s ripcord,

Fiber and Cable Stripper - Types, Uses & Guide

First, strip the outer sheath of the optical fiber with optical fiber strippers; remove the
stripped outer sheath of the optical fiber; and finally, cut the exposed aramid fiber
with cable-cutting

Fiber Strippers - tools, mechanical, thermal, chemical, plasma,

As chemical stripping tends to be hazardous, it requires trained personnel, proper
protective equipment and strict protocols. Safer mechanical or non-contact
alternatives are preferred today.

How to Strip And Clean Fiber-Optic Cable

In our continuing discussion of installing FO cables, let''s use a step-by-step approach
in detailing how to strip and clean indoor and outdoor FO cables. Please refer to the
noted FO cable cross-section

Cable Preparation Best Practices for Fiber Optic Indoor/Outdoor ...

This best practices document is a step-by-step guide for end and midspan access of
loose tube optical cable, including sheath removal, core preparation, and fiber
preparation.

Optical Fiber Cable Optical Fiber Cable In

All Fiber Optic Cable reels should be stored upright Laying the reel on its side may
cause damage to the reel flange and/or cause the cable layers to shift - This may
cause cable to snag during de-reeling.

Fiber U Lesson Plan: Basic Skills Lab, Remote

Use the fiber stripper to cut off 2" (50mm) of the cable jacket and pull off the cut
piece. Use the first groove in the fiber stripper - the biggest one - and just gently cut
the fiber jacket and pull it off. Be

Preparing your Fiber Optic Cable for Connectors or Splices

Learn the essential steps and tools for preparing fiber optic cables for connectors or
splices. Master mechanical and fusion splicing techniques to

Good stripping techniques for your fiber optic cable ...

Without question, good stripping techniques in your fiber optic cable assembly
process are imperative. What happens if you damage the fiber during this production
step?
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How to Strip and Prepare Fibre Optic Cable for Termination: A ...

Introduction: Stripping and preparing fibre optic cables for termination is a critical
step in the installation and maintenance of fibre optic networks. Properly stripping
the cable and preparing

Ways of Cutting, Coiling, and Stripping Multiconductor

Working with multiconductor portable cables requires precision and care, especially
when cutting, coiling, and stripping the jacket and insulation.

NKT Photonics App notes

FIBER HANDLING, STRIPPING, CLEAVING AND COUPLING This application note
addresses general handling of fibers from NKT Photonics, including how to strip the
protective coating, how to cleave

How To Strip A Wire: Tools, Tips, And DIY Methods

Learn how to strip a wire safely and efficiently using tools like wire strippers, scissors,
or even a DIY method. Covers manual, automatic, and no-tool options, plus tips for
small wires and

Stripping-Instructive-Flat-Drop-Fiber-Optic-Pigtail

This instructive is intended to demonstrate the recommended method to strip the
stub end for MEXFOSERV® flat drop fiber optic cable assembilies.

How To Prepare Your Fiber Optic Cable For Splicing | Simple Method

In this week"'s video, Ben Hamlitsch shows you how to cut, strip, clean, and cleave
your fiber optic cable! He also shares some best practices to follow and a...

Fiber U Basic Skills Lab Workbook-termination

Fiber Optic Connector Termination Overview It was not long ago that the proper
methods used to terminate fiber optic connectors were tedious and the labor involved
was a big concern. However, in

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://ensaa.es
Technical inquiry: https://ensaa.es/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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